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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tansey’s proposal to freeze council, staff salaries rejected
By Jesse
Chadderdon
Staff Reporter
A
proposal
by
Councilman William
Tansey to freeze the
salaries of the New
Castle County Council’s
13 members and 21 staff
members was greeted by
opposition by most of

the council who said the
step was premature and
instead voted to form a
working group to study
the idea.
A discussion of the
council’s
proposed
budget, first made public
at Tuesday’s Finance
Committee
meeting,
quickly became centered
around Tansey’s motion

to implement a pay
freeze similar to the one
proposed by County
Executive Chris Coons
for 55 of his appointees.
Tansey, a Greenville
Republican, pointed to a
benchmarking study of
employee compensation
released in January that
found the average county employee was making

more than their counterparts in the private sector or other government
agencies.
“Am I in la-la land or
what?” Tansey said after
hearing a lack of support
from the other council
members around the
table. “How long are we
going to project this out?
See PAY, page 2

Tanker
spill closes
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Daylight Saving Time
will begin four weeks
earlier this year, with
most Americans turning
their clocks forward one
hour at 2 a.m. on Sunday,
March 11.
The change to the traditional schedule, set in
1986, is part of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 as a
way to further reduce
energy consumption.
Previously beginning
on the first Sunday in
April, Daylight Saving
Time will now begin the
second Sunday in March.
The period, which is
designed to increase the
amount of daylight available during waking hours
and reduce energy used
for lights, will continue
to end in late October.
See TIME, page 9
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Delivery issues?
To report problems with
delivery of the Community
News, contact John Wisniewski, JW Distributions, at
302-530-3411 or e-mail
Wizjm@aol.com

Coons seeks to freeze
138 non-union salaries
– page 2

Greenville financial advisor Fred Dawson (third from left) leads Club Phred, a classic rock band
that also includes Mark Sisk, A.J. Malme, Kathy Layfield, Brian Daring, Keith Ayars, and Gaetano
Vinceguerra.

Local band creates series to benefit charities
By Kevin Barrett
Staff Reporter
A few weeks ago, the seven
piece, classic rock band “Club
Phred” helped raise more than
$5,500 for the medical expenses
of a young woman, Laura, who is
fighting Leukemia.
The band is hoping to help
raise money for other charitable
causes, as well, with a Monday
night concert series which is
being held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
at Shaggy’s on Main in Newark.
The award-winning band, which
was founded in 2002 and has
opened for several well-known
artists including The Marshall
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PERFORMANCES
Upcoming Club Phred performances in the series include March
26 to benefit the American
Cancer Society, April 2 to benefit
the Autism Society of Delaware,
and April 23 to benefit the
Delaware HIV Consortium. More
information on Club Phred and
the their benefit series is available
at www.clubphred.com.

Tucker Band, is scheduled to play at
Shaggy’s on many Monday nights
for the next few months said Fred
Dawson, 57, of Yorklyn, organist for
and co-founder of Club Phred.
The money for the charities is

raised through the cover charge at
the door - $10 for the general public
and $2 for University of Delaware
students. Dawson said that half of
the money raised through the door
charge goes to the charity, and the
other half goes to Club Phred.
What’s nice, he said, is that the
arrangement is completely safe for
the charity – all the charity needs to
do is provide people to guard the
door. The arrangement also poses no
risk to Shaggy’s or the band, he said.
“The bottom line is that no one
is at risk for anything significant,
except for a little time,” Dawson
said.
The band has been attempting

A six-wheel tanker
truck overturned on Rt. 7,
spilling fuel and closing
the southbound lanes of
the highway.
According to Delaware
State Police, the truck driver tried to stop for another
vehicle in front of him, lost
control and the truck overturned in the southbound
lanes at about 9:48 a.m. on
March 2. State hazardous
materials crews cleaned up
spilled fuel.
The driver, 42-year-old
Mark Buckalew of Claymont, was not injured. He
received a ticket for careless driving.
The two left lanes of
southbound Rt. 7 were
closed at Rt. 4 for about
two hours.

Christiana
wears crown
for first time

See BAND, page 32
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BAND – from page 1
to create a benefit series for
about nine months, Dawson
said. In fact, he said, the
series was set to be held at
Kahunaville before it
closed, and at one time there
was also the possibility of it
being held at Three Little

Bakers in Pike Creek.
Shaggy’s is a great environment for the series, Dawson
said, because it is well-lit,
clean, has a great sound system, and the staff is
extremely friendly. So far,
Dawson said, everything

has worked out very well
with Shaggy’s, and owner
Joe Van Horn has been
extraordinarily helpful.
The series is beneficial
to the band as well as the
charities, Dawson said,
because it gives the band
exposure. Getting paid is
not the goal, he said,
although it is nice for the
band to make a little money,
especially because a couple
of the bands members drive
from New Jersey. The ultimate goal, he said, is helping charities – something
the band does frequently.
He said that, in the past few
years, the band has helped
raise more than $400,000
for charities, and the band
rarely turns down playing a
gig for free if it is for a charitable purpose.
“Being 57 years of age,
everyone of the charities
we’re playing for have
directly or indirectly influ-

enced people I know and
love,” Dawson said.
The first two benefit concerts at Shaggy’s, which
were precursors to the actual
series – the first was for the
woman who is fighting
Leukemia, who is a friend of
Dawson’s, and the second
was for the Christina
Educational Enrichment
Fund – were very successful,
Dawson said. Club Phred
did not share in the proceeds
of the first two concerts.
The first official concert
in the series, he said, was
held on February 26 to benefit the Wellness Community, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing free emotional support,
education and hope for people with cancer and their
loved ones. That concert, he
said, was not very successful, with only about 50 people being in attendance.
Because only about $500

was raised, Club Phred did
not share in the proceeds
from that concert either.
While the first concert
was somewhat of a disappointment, Dawson said he
generally is optimistic about
the series. Club Phred has a
following, he said, but the
success of the series is also
largely dependant on the
efforts of the charity in terms
of it getting its supporters to
attend. Furthermore, he said,
as time goes on, he expects
more and more adults in the
Newark area to view
Shaggy’s as a destination for
dining and socialization. The
band is also working to find
more charities that would
like to benefit from the
series.
“I’m thinking this whole
thing, if done properly and
given time to evolve and
grow, can be nothing but a
win-win-win for everyone,”
Dawson said.

Also, Dawson said,
Mondays are generally a
slow night at Shaggy’s and
for restaurants and bars in
general – something that he
is hoping his benefit concert
series will change. In anticipation of such, Dawson has
created a slogan for the
series - “Monday is the new
Friday”.
Van Horn said he also
thinks the benefit series is a
win-win-win situation for
everyone, and that Shaggy’s
regularly hosts fund-raising
events. There are benefit
series concerts lined up, he
said, until July, and the
series could possibly on
even longer than that.
Van Horn said he provides a space for the band
to play, use of his sound
system and technician, and
$100 in food and drink to
Club Phred. The benefit to
his establishment, he said,
is the exposure it gets from
the series, as it attracts
people who might not normally patronize Shaggy’s.
“It’s a chance for me to
expose different people to the
restaurant,” Van Horn said.
In addition to Dawson,
who plays a 400-pound
Hammond B3 organ, there
are six other members of
Club Phred – Keith Ayars,
Brian Daring, Kathy
Layfield,
Mark
Sis,
Gaetano “Vince” Vinciguerra, and A.J. Malme.

